BCMGVA General Meeting Minutes

April 28, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President Joe Loughlin at 9:04 AM

The minutes of the March 2011 general meeting  were accepted and approved as read.

Treasurer, Hank Rapp, stated that available funds as of the end of March were $924.67.  The plant sale brought in about $11,000.  We currently have $6,300 in the treasury. A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer's report.

Greenhouse, Ash Tyler , reported that preparation for the May plant sale is well underway.  Ash and Tom procured more plants for this sale.  The May plant sale dates are May 12, 13, and 14 but sale of plants will continue on until all plants are sold..  The work days for the plant sale are May 5, 6, and 9.  Ash urges all to come out and help in the greenhouse.
Gardens, Fred Mina, reported that a patio area has been created and we will start laying pavers there.  Our goal is to have it completed by this time next week.  Garden work has begun and master gardeners can come out to help on any day. 
Library/programs, Grace Wrigley,  stated that out May speakers, the Blaziks, will be speaking on seed production and planting exotic vegetables.  Tentatively we have a speaker on painted buntings and how to attract them for September. Canning will be the topic for October.

Membership, Dominique Lowenstein, discussed the overlap between certified master gardeners and members of the association.  She is attempting to clarify who are certified master gardeners based on their hours for the last year. Dominique sent out communications to about 80 members whose status is unclear. Based on the results of these communications Dominique has produced a list of certified master gardens.  She has forwarded this list along with all her communications to Tom and Susan so they can verify an official certified master gardener list. Dominique then sent out 37 dues forms to those certified master gardeners who are on  leave and/or those who are currently active but have not paid dues.  By the next executive board Hank Rapp will receive an up to date list of all certified master gardeners who are members of the Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association.
Dominique also requested that members sign up to bring refreshments for the July, September and November  meetings.

Webmaster, John Baronowski  will conduct a training on sending gardening information electronically  to info line clients .  This class will be given during the July general meeting.

NCMGVA Liaison, Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman,  requested that anyone wishing to join the state association should see her or Carol Wilson.
MG COORDINATOR, Tom Woods, stressed that we must promote our May plant sale. .  Our strategy is to keep selling plants until they are gone.  We will bring our plants to the Southport open market and use every other venue available to us to reach our goal.
Tom will see that those who receive the newsletter via mail will once again begin  receiving it.  

Horticultural  Extension Agent, Susan Brown reported there is a major issue with NC State's website and the membership is unable to receive emails. She is working on this problem. 

Fred Mina will look into sending emails through our local website.

Susan reviewed the results of last week's commissioners' meeting.  Extension has been approved for a county director and can hire one food extension agent. Secretarial staff will keep their jobs, but if anyone leaves a post, he/she will not be replaced. It is imperative that we promote our activities with the public if we are to survive budget cuts.
Betty is doing better and would appreciate a card or a call from members.  Please donate some time to fill in at the phones.

Lee Stead is recovering from lung cancer surgery and will be on the  inactive list for at least 8 to 10 weeks.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Lemieux

Recording Secretary

