Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Organization
General Meeting Minutes

June 23, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President Joe Loughlin at 9:05 AM.

The minutes of the May general minutes were accepted and approved as read.

Treasurer, Hank Rapp, stated that available funds as of the end of May are $11,356.64.
He reported that he filed the post card 990 tax requirement and it was accepted by the IRS.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report.

Membership, Dominique Loewenstein, reported that Patty Burns will become the new chairperson of the membership committee.
We are closing in on one list of certified master gardeners.  A list of current members of the Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Organization is also available.

MG Coordinator, Tom Woods, stated that he has some certificates for the members of the 2010 master gardener class and some intern certificates for the 2011 class. Members can pick these up in his office.
Tom introduced the strategies to be put in place to reduce greenhouse costs this winter:

· switch from propane to natural gas in the greenhouse;

· shut the potting greenhouse down;

· divide the big greenhouse in two with a curtain;

· use the electric heaters to heat the working section of the greenhouse;

· reduce the need to keep the greenhouse warm in the winter by delaying until February our purchase of plugs.

 Day in the Yard – we have completed three programs thus far.  The staff is reviewing materials and making improvements to the program based on feedback sheets from participants and the instructors’  observations.  We will begin the program again in September.  So far we have two classes scheduled: one in St. James and one in Bolivia.

Marrianne Cerniglia has agreed to take the lead at the Shallotte farmer’s market.

Tom has submitted a change request to NC State to add data attributes to the data base.  He would like the graduation year added to a member’s information.  This would be used in summary reports for years of service.
Horticultural Extension Agent, Susan Brown, stated that our new county director, Mark Blevins, is starting on July first. There will be an informal welcoming party for him on July 15 from 2 PM to 4 PM.  MG members are invited to drop by during this time to welcome him to Brunswick County.
Susan is offering some sessions for public workers to help them maintain their public plant areas.  She held her first one at Sunset Beach on June 22.

Her plant ID class will take place from August to October and she will post the dates on the website and send out emails with the specifics.

We purchased a table, chairs and umbrella for the new patio.
New Business
Tom, Charlie, Ron and Marrianne will get together to create some means of keeping track of the number of people and type of questions asked at the farmer’s markets.
The meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Lemieux

Recording Secretary
