BCMGVA General Meeting Minutes
May 26, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM by Vice President, Dominique Lowenstein.

The minutes of the April general meeting were read and accepted as amended.

Treasurer, Hank Rapp, stated that available funds as of the end of April were $5,647.29.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer's report.
Greenhouse, Ash Tyler, thanked all who worked and supported the plant sales.  Ash is still selling plants daily.  A big seller now are the rain barrels. Their cost is $50 a barrel.
We may run out of them shortly.

Gardens, Fred Mina, thanked all who are helping in the gardens.  The patio is finished and the wall is 90% done.  We are now doing a lot of sprucing up in the gardens.  There are no big jobs in the near future.
Library/programs, Grace Wrigley, has an extra rain gardening book in the library and she will entertain bids on it. Our next speaker will talk about native butterflies and how to attract them.

Banquets/Parties, Becky Dus, asked Dominique to give her report.  The Recognition Luncheon will be held on June 16th. The executive board will meet at 10 on  that day and will help with set up for the luncheon. Dominique urged all those participating in the container contest to bring their containers to the extension so they can be used as decorations for the luncheon.


Because Becky has many commitments in her community, she will no longer be able to chair the banquet/party planning committee. We need  someone to fill this position before the December party.  
Membership, Dominique Lowenstein, reported that at this time we have approximately 124 certified active master gardeners and a few certified master gardeners who are on leave. Of all these certified members, about 26 are not members of the Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Organization.

History, Barbara McCoy , asked that members let her know if they are involved in any activities that should be part of our history. She will see that pictures are taken and the event is recorded..
MG Coordinator, Tom Woods, reported that this is Farmer's Market season.  Charlie has the lead on the Southport Farmer's Market and Ron has the lead in Leland. Tom is looking for someone to take the lead in Shallotte.
Tom passed the info line calendar around and asked members to sign up to cover the info line.

So far, members are covering only 30% of the time.  We need more help with the info 

line.

Horticultural  Extension Agent, Susan Brown,  announced there will be a canning class on June 17th from 1pm  to 3pm.  The cost is $20 and a recipe book is included in that price.
Susan has come up with a question sheet for plant and insect samples.  It asks more detailed questions and will be in a notebook in the office.

All members of the class of 2011 passed their exams and articles on  their successful class project have appeared in many local papers.
Mondays are the busiest days for the info line.  Help on that day will be appreciated.

Thanks to all who are covering for Betty.

Susan is planning on offering a plant ID class in the future.

A program called "Nourishing North Carolina" will be offering grants to communities who are creating community gardens. Both Leland and Boiling Spring Lakes will receive these grants in 2012.
June 1st there will be a pesticide recycling day  from 10 to 2.

Susan is working on the ID signs for the plants in the garden.  As they bloom, she is able to identify the cultivar.

Plants from the plant sale will be used in the botanical gardens.

We have been approved to hire a family and consumer agent.  As of August 1st, Mark Blevins of Gaston County will be our new extension director. 

Since Shirley has done a thorough job of mentoring some of this year's candidates, Susan has asked her to come up with a list of ideas on how we can bring members of a new class into the MG program.
We are missing one of our table top banners.  Contact Tom if you should find it.

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Lemieux

Recording Secretary

