Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association
General Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2009
President, Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.  There were 34 in attendance.  She thanked Dotti Hunkele and Pat Sams for today’s refreshments.  
Recording Secretary, Patty Burns read the minutes of the October 22, 2009 meeting which were accepted as read with the correction of eliminating the word “ house” from Ash Tyler’s restitution report.  Lynn Schwartzkopf announced that Sherrill Sykes will be the new secretary next year on a temporary basis and, if anyone is interested in helping her out, to let him know. 
Treasurer, Gloria Rapp passed out a copy of the October Treasurer’s Report showing an end of the month balance of $10,015.11 with a sales tax liability of $406.74 and available funds of $9,608.37.  The report will be filed for audit.  She indicated she is working on putting together the 2010 budget. 
Greenhouse/Restitution, Ash Tyler said he has sold $600 worth of plants since the October sale. He said the Restitution program has 31 clients and thanked those that came out to help on Saturday.  Volunteers are always needed on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 12 Noon and it counts as info line time.   

Hardscape, Fred Mina said there are four things to be worked on the coming year which include doing a small repair on the little bridge, replacing the filter in the pond, lighting repairs, and paving by the fuel tanks.  He will send out an email when he needs help.

Website, John Baronowski said the website has been updated and he will be working with Charlie on updating volunteer hours – paper versus on-line.  
Library/Speakers, Grace Wrigley stated there was a last minute change in the speaker for today.  She also said the speakers for the first four months of 2010 are confirmed.  Shirley said if anyone has an idea for a speaker, to let Grace know. 

State Association Rep, Carol Wilson said she will be collecting dues in January and encouraged all to join.  

Newsletter, Joe Loughlin said he will be doing a December newsletter.  Shirley reminded everyone to get information to Joe by the 5th of each month for the newsletter. 
Parties & Banquets, in the absence of Becky Dus, Shirley said we need to know who is going to participate in the holiday decoration contest.  The guidelines were printed on the back on last month’s meeting agenda and in the October newsletter.  The holiday luncheon will be on 12/16 and the holiday decorations will be used as table decorations.
Vice President, Lynn Schwartzkopf stated that the TILS garden has been a disappointment.  It suffers from lack of attention, good soil, and inmate labor.  He then read an article that was recently in the newspaper on new grants available with applications for grant money accepted until 12/4.  Ash mentioned that we still need to complete the tree trail.    It was also mentioned that maybe the TILS program would qualify for grant money. 
President, Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman said the display board for the landscape design competition at the state conference is in the back of the room and was set up by Barbara McCoy and Ellie Bierman as well as Gina and Bette who printed off the large pictures. A copy of our  award will be placed in the botanical garden. Also Shirley recently presented a copy to the Board of Commissioners.  Additionally, our botanical gardens took 3rd place at the Cape Fear fair.  She also said that the state association is trying to pass through legislation for a MG license plate.  Three hundred signatures are needed and she will again be passing around a sheet to sign.  Shirley said to make sure and update your volunteer hours and to get your time in by the end of the year so Charlie can submit his 2009 report to the NC State University. Shirley mentioned that the holiday invitations will be sent out shortly and to RSVP as soon as possible.  After a discussion on a recognition gift for our secretaries, Bette and Gina, a motion was made to give each one a gift of $50.00.  The motion was seconded and carried by all but one person.   Gloria Rapp and Dominique Loewenstein will take care of the gift.  Additionally, a brief update was given of the state conference and the field trip to the state fair, JC Raulston, Pytotron and Plants Delight.   
Nominating Committee, in the absence of Linda Lemieux, Shirley read the following slate of officers for next year: President, Lynn Schwartzkopf; Vice President, Joe Loughlin; Treasurer, Gloria Rapp; nominating committee, Pat Sams and Carol Wilson and one more appointed by the President.   The slate was moved and seconded as presented.  
Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. followed by a presentation by Suzanne Dorsey, Director of the Bald Head Island Conservancy on “Coastal Habitats and Human Habitats we need to protect them”. 

There is will not be a general meeting in December.  The next meeting will be January 28th, 2010. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patty Burns, Recording Secretary 

