Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association
General Minutes

November 17, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President Joe Loughlin at 9:05 AM

The minutes of the October meeting were accepted as read.
Treasurer, Hank Rapp, stated that the available funds as of the end of October are $15,724.47.
A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report.

A 2012 budget meeting will be held before the December 15th Christmas party.  Suggestions for budget items can be sent to Hank Rapp before that meeting.
Greenhouse/Restitution, Ash Tyler, requested that anyone wishing to help pot the bare root plants come to the greenhouse on Saturday, November 19 from 8 to 12.

Library/Programs, Grace Wrigley, purchased a new book on pruning.  We have one confirmed speaker for next year.  Al Hight will speak on drip irrigation at the May meeting. Grace has contacted a number of potential speakers and is waiting to hear back from them.  When asked if it is getting more difficult to find speakers, Grace pointed out that people have changed jobs, nurseries have gone out of business, and extension agents are being tasked with more responsibilities. She also considers expensive to us as she selects speakers.

It was suggested that Grace bring new books to meetings for members to peruse.

Banquets, Pat Sams, outlined the rules for the holiday ornament competition which will take place at the holiday party, December 15.  She reminded members to bring a food donation for the food pantry.
Dominique Lowenstein, Membership, reminded members that we thank our support staff for all they do.

A motion was made to give $50 cash to both Betty Rose and Gina for their support of the master gardeners throughout the year.  The motion was accepted.

Dominique noted that some members had donated to purchase a plant and a ceramic pot to give to Cynthia Boland.  If anyone wishes to share in that donation, see Dominique.  She also suggested that anyone who might want to help Cynthia winterize her yard call Barbara McCoy or her.

Webmaster, John Baronowski, reported that the website has been updated. Because he will be away a great deal of time next year, John asked if anyone might be willing to help keep the website postings up to date
Joe Loughlin informed the membership that the by-law committee will present the changes to the by-laws at the January meeting and we will vote on them at the February meeting.
NCMGVA liason, Shirley Waggoner-Eisenmann, informed members that information on the May conference in Asheville will be coming soon.

MG Coordinator, Tom Woods, passed recertification certificate to the members to sign.  

There are 6 Day in the Yard classes scheduled for next year.  Four are scheduled for the spring and two for the fall.  Anyone interested in becoming an instructor for these classes, please see Tom.  More instructors are needed.

The Master Gardener class is scheduled to begin January 10 and run through May 1.  

Green Resources will once again collect soil sample boxes for the county.

The water feature in the back of the garden is completed.  It is surrounded by perimeter stones and one of them will be engraved for Richard Boland.

All events of which Tom is aware are in the master calendar for 2012.  Members may sign up now.

Tom sent out an update on membership hours.  The objective of this update is to let members see how they are doing on their hours.  He reminded us to record all our hours.  He pointed out that all possible work for hours are stated in the handbook.
A discussion on education hours and the handbook ensued. A question on when the revised handbook was approved by the membership was raised. The possibility of revisiting handbook rules was also raised.   
New Business

The slate of officers as presented by the nominating committee is:

Dominique Lowenstein – President

Beverly Mastrovich – Vice President

Hank Rapp – Treasurer

Nominating Committee – Loretta Nauta and Dorothy Hunkele 

A motion was made and approved to accept the slate as presented by the nominating committee.

The meeting Adjourned at 9:58 AM
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Lemieux

Recording Secretary

