Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Organization
General Meeting Minutes

October 27, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM.

The minutes of the September meeting were approved as read.

Treasurer, Hank Rapp, stated that the available funds as of the end of September are $12,163.86.  This is the total after the tax liability of $66.75 is deducted from the funds.
Joe Loughlin pointed out that the organization doubled the amount of money expected from the education/training endeavors and credited the increase to the vision of our coordinator, Tom Woods.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the budget as presented.  The motion was passed.

Joe Loughlin pointed out that Fred Mina was looking into getting shelves for the trailer to make transporting plants for the plant sale much easier.  He is also going to buy lumber to replace boards in our boardwalk in the botanical garden.
Dominique Lowenstein, Membership, urged members to record all their hours.

Ash Tyler, Greenhouse/Restitution, thanked everyone who helped make the plant sale a success.  He also pointed out that natural gas has been hooked up in the greenhouse. 

Pat Sams, Chairperson of the Nominating Committee , presented the following slate of officers for the coming year:  President, Dominique Lowenstein, Vice President, Beverly Mastrovich and Treasurer, Hank Rapp.  Members of next year’s nominating committee are Loretta Nauta and Dorothy Hunkele. 
Members will vote on the slate of officers next month.

Tom Woods, MG Coordinator, reported that he had purchased plastic boxes to carry materials to seminars and farmers’ markets.  All three are loaded with materials and ready for use.
Nematodes are becoming a major problem especially on the barrier islands. In the past only commercial users could address this problem. Today there is a product on the market called Nautica which can control but not eliminate ring and sting nematodes.  Homeowners have to order it ahead of time because Bayer only produces it on demand.  Green Resources knows about the product and can order it. In this area it only can be applied in April.

Our spring plant sales will be held on 5, 6 and 7 of April and on the 10, 11 and 12 of May.  Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman will chair the April plant sale and Joe Loughlin the chair the May sale. The date of the fall plant sale will be set at a later time.
Hank Rapp will take over the newsletter next year.  Joe will continue his recipe column.
Tom would like to pursue creating a collection of bugs common to Brunswick County.  We could put the bugs in alcohol vials and keep the collection in the office for reference.

We will be adding a new water feature to the garden and will add a plaque to it in honor of Richard Boland.
There is a brick patio in the English garden and we will look into using bricks in this garden as a memorial to past master gardeners.

November 18 there will be a workshop from 9 to 12 to pot the bare root trees we purchased for next April’s plant sale.

The second Tuesday of every month from 9 to 11 will be a workday in the botanical garden. 
Barbara McCoy’s son is an artist who has agreed to do some pro bono work for us. We will pursue the possibility of  having him create a sculpture for the botanical garden.

Hank Rapp has taken over developing a list of all the plants in our plant sale: the common name, the botanical name and a description of the plant will be present for each plant.  Susan Brown started this list and Hank will see that is constantly refined.
Susan Brown, Horticultural Agent, reported  that in November and December we will drain the pond to do maintenance on it and remove some of the plants that are overcrowded in it.

The class of 2011 has wrapped up the Ocean Trail project.  Next week Susan will try to get the media to be on hand when they turn over $650 raised by the class of 2011. This donation will be put toward building a pergola for the residents of the facility.

Susan requested that we remind clients that they should take pictures or bring samples to the office.  Master gardeners cannot do site visits.  The forest service has certified arborists who can perform this service.  
The trip to the Wilson gardens got canceled due to weather.  We will begin planning trips again next spring.

Susan and Tom will be helping Al Hight with the New Hanover Master Gardener classes in the spring.

Susan will go into the schools to promote the National Junior Horticultural Program.  Curriculum is intense and help is needed preparing the students for the competition.

Tom and Susan will be looking at hours recorded by master gardeners and will reclassify members as needed.

Susan ended her report on a personal note.  She is engaged and the wedding will be in May.
Carol Delude reported on the International Master Gardener convention.  It was held in Charleston, West Virginia and about 1000 people attended.  The speakers were excellent and event was well worth attending.  It is held every two years and in 2013 the convention will take place on a cruise from Seattle to Alaska.

New Business

Joe appointed a by-laws committee to review changes to the by- laws. They will report their suggestions at the next meeting.

Shirley Waggoner-Eismann made a motion that the Brunswick County Volunteer Master Gardener Organization increases their dues from $5 to $10 beginning January 1, 2012. The motion was seconded by Carol Wilson.  

President Joe Loughlin pointed out that if you paid in advance in the past, your payment will be honored.

The motion was voted on and approved.

Dominique Lowenstein pointed out that we will be considering our budget for next year.  Suggestions are welcomed.  

Robert Gelinas collects pine cones from his yard and offers them to groups who do craft projects.  Pat Sams requested the box of cones he had in his car.  These will be used for the December party.
The November board meeting will be held on November 10 and the general meeting will be held on November 17.

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Lemieux

Recording Secretary

